HELPFUL INFORMATI

HELPFUL WATERING INSTRUCTIONS
We hope you enjoy your new plantings. To care for and
protect your new plantings, be sure to give your plants
the water they need as they work to establish
themselves in their new environment. Below are some
basic watering instructions for your new garden.

SHRUBS & PERENNIALS
For all newly installed shrubs and perennials (including any transplanted items), please follow these helpful tips below:

• Establishment Waterings. Daily waterings are necessary for the first 30 days while the root systems become established in their new
environment. If there is a rainfall—skip that day’s watering and resume the following day. When temperatures are consistently above 80
degrees (with little to no rainfall), it is sometimes necessary to water 2x/day during this establishment period.
• Watering Schedule. Best time to water is early morning. This gives your new plants their needed water to “drink” during the warmest
part of the day. It also allows for water droplets on foliage to dry/evaporate throughout the day which will help reduce the chance of any
fungal issue developing. If morning waterings are not possible – the next best time to water is in the evening. The important thing is that the
plants receive the necessary water.
• Best Tools. You can use a hose with a shut-off value attachment (or hand sprayer attachment set to “shower” for
more delicate or blooming plants). Sprinklers are not recommended as they tend to concentrate water in the wrong
places and miss other areas all together—and over-watering can occur more easily.
• Application of Water. The best application method for watering is to concentrate the water at the base of each plant (wherever possible)
versus watering from overhead. A very basic rule of thumb—shrubs typically need 2x the amount of water than perennials.
*Please Note: If it is necessary to water during mid-day (vs. the recommended morning time), wet foliage can become sun-scorched which
can sometimes lead to unsightly marks on the leaves.

OVER & UNDER WATERING
A typical planting bed with shrubs and perennials (approximately 15x15 square foot area) will need to be hand-sprayed using the simple
techniques described above for about 10-15 minutes at a time. Some plants (especially transplanted ones) may be “more needy” than usual.
Keep an eye for plants that may demonstrate a slight wilt several hours after a typical watering application. These plantings may need a bit
more water than their neighbors. Sometimes a particular plant (often times perennials) may be receiving too much water. Ironically, a plant will
exhibit similar signs with over-watering as with under-watering (i.e. yellowing of leaves; wilting). Try allowing a day or two between watering
during the establishment period to see if the plant begins to thrive again. It’s good to do a quick check of the soil immediately surrounding the
plantings to be watered—if the very top soil layer has not mostly dried from the previous day’s water application, you can skip that day’s
watering. With that said, on really hot days it is still better to lean on the side of caution and give the these plantings a little water–even if the top
soil layer has not completed dried—if temperatures are consistently above 80 degrees; it may be necessary to water twice daily.

MAINTENANCE WATERING
Newly planted shrubs and perennials will need supplemental watering during the first growing season after they have established themselves.
Supplemental watering may be necessary for shrubs during the hottest days of summer when rainfall is scarce. For subsequent seasons, you
may need to water shrubs during very hot dry spells (when temps are consistently above 80 degrees). Most perennials will need maintenance
watering during the hottest summer days of each growing season (typically every 3-7 days—depending on temperature, sun, humidity, and
rainfall).
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